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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE, 

SEPTEMBER 2008 

As time goes by 

Anna Mullins 

CTCNC President 

Itôs hard to believe that summer is almost over and we 
will soon be into fall.  Where does time go?  Remember 
when we were kids and time seemed to creep along 
especially when we were waiting for a holiday? 
 
A special thank you to all of the club members who 
wrote letters, visited their legislators, and worked so 
hard to defeat AB1634.  At the time of the writing of this 
message, it appears that this piece of legislation is 
dead for the moment.  However, I have no doubt that it 
will appear again in some form so we must remain 
vigilant.   
 
I think most of you know that Mary Lashock, a long-
time member of our club, died this month after having 
heart surgery.  Nancy Lovelady has written a lovely 
obituary and tribute to Mary in this newsletter.  Mary 
will be missed. 
 
I want to express a very special thank you to Terry 
Broderick, Mike and Pat White, and Gloria Kregowski 
for their hard, dedicated work in rescuing some 15 

A Word (or two) From the 

Editor 

Toby at the Dog Park 

Abe Feuerstein 

 

     When I looked up, Toby, my wheaten cairn terrier, 

now almost two and one-half years old, had a small 

fluffy white dog by the neck and was attracting the 

attention of a growing group of other dog parents at the 

Dog Park.  I ran over, pried open Toby’s mouth, and 

dislodged the fluffy poodle thing.  As we walked away, I 

noticed Toby still had white fur in his mouth.  One of 

the other dog owners yelled at me that Toby was now 

banned from the park.   

     Stockton, California recently invested large sums of 

money that it does not have in a luxurious dog park.  

Big dogs mingle on one side of the park; small dogs 

gather on the other side.  According to the signs posted 

at the entrance, big dogs are defined as those over 20 

pounds.  Many of the small dogs looked like they 

exceeded the weight limitations or, at a minimum, were 

a quarter pounder with cheese away from the big dog  
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dogs owned by Frank and Bobbie Walker.  Both Frank 
and Bobbie have experienced major health problems.  
And, at the time of this newsletter, almost all of the 
dogs have been placed thanks to the responsiveness 
of so many of our club members.  Frank and Bobbie 
are both in care facilities.  As soon as we have their 
addresses, we will get them out to you in case some 
would like to send cards.  I think they would appreciate 
hearing from club members.   
 
Please mark your calendars for the Tartan Games on 
October 25.  I believe that this is the third year that the 
Westie Club has invited us to participate in this event 
and it is a great deal of fun.  Go to our website for 
more information.  And, before you know it, the 
holidays will be upon us and our Christmas party on 
December 13.  This is another fun-filled event and the 
gift exchange experience alone, is worth the trip and 
the attendance.   
 
Hope to see many of you at these events.   
 
                                Your friend in Cairns, 

    Anna  

 

 

CALENDAR CORRECTIONS:  Please note the 

following corrections that should be made for the 

dates of two events for 2009.  The program 

meeting in January should be 1/17/09 not 

1/19/09 as listed in the membership directory, and 

the Specialty should be 2/14/09  (Valentineôs 

Day), not 2/17/09 as listed.  Please make these 

corrections in your directory and on your 

calendar.   

 
 
 

R E ME MB ER  T O  S HOP  A T  T HE  

C AF É  P RE S S  ST O R E 

W E B S I T E  I S  

W W W . C A F E P R E S S. C O M / C T C N C  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

DOGGEREL   (Author Unknown) 
 
 

You can't buy loyalty, so they say,   

I bought it though, the other day  

   

You canôt buy friendships, tried and true   

Well just the same, I bought that, too   

  

I made my bid and on the spot   

Bought love and faith and a whole job lot of 

happiness,  

So all in all   

The purchase price was pretty small.  

  

I bought a single, trusting heart,  

That gave devotion from the start...  

  

If you think these things are  

  

NOT FOR SALE  

  

Buy a brown-eyed puppy with a   

wagging tail  

  

 

 

  

This is a picture of a puppy bred years ago by club 

member Devon Allen, who also submitted the poem.   

continued from page 1 

http://www.cafepress.com/ctcnc
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COMING SOON:  THE 

TARTAN GAMES  
 
Linda Gilchrist notes that the Westie Club would like to 
invite the Cairn Club to attend this year's Tartan 
Games at Vasona Park on October 25th. Here is the 
link for additional information: 
 
http://www.sfbaywestieclub.com/games.htm 
 
 
 

Breeder's Symposium: 
Phoenix, Arizona  
Presented by the American Kennel Club and  
AKC Canine Health Foundation  

 
Saturday & Sunday, October 25 & 26, 2008  
Chaparrel Suites Resort  
5001 N. Scottsdale Road  
Scottsdale, AZ  85250  
 
Register Now!  
 
Saturday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM (Breakfast at 7:30 am)  
Sunday 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM (Breakfast at 7:30 am)  
Registration opens Saturday at 7:30 am  
 
Cost $135.00  
Includes Conference Material Featuring the ABC's of 
Breeding, and Breakfast & Lunch Saturday & 
Breakfast Sunday  
 
Topics to include:  
ABC's of Breeding - Claudia Orlandi, PhD  
Reproduction - Peggy Root-Kustritz, DVM, PhD, DACT  
Vaccinations - Richard Ford, DVM  
Nutrition - Deborah Greco, DVM, PhD  
Endocrinology - Tom Graves, DVM, PhD  
Behavior - Petra Mertens, DVM, PhD  
 
To register online, go to: http://www.akcchf.org/  
Click on "Register for Events" (located on left)  
 
For More Information, Contact:  
Ronald Rella, 212-696-8303 or e-mail: rnr@akc.org  
Or  
Erika Werne, 888-682-9696 or e-mail: 
eaw@akcchf.org  
 

 

section.  The park has lots of fun sculptures, including 

one that consists of a stack of Ford Focus-sized dog 

collars in rainbow colors.  Large metal dog tags dangle 

from the collars, imprinted with wise and witty 

expressions of man’s love and admiration for his best 

friend.  In another section of the park, dogs can test 

their agility, going up and down wooden sloping 

structures.  [Most cairn terriers I know can and will skip 

this section].  Park benches allow proud parents to 

socialize with each other and exchange compliments 

about their pets.      

     The rules of the park are posted at the entrance.  

And it is true that aggressive dogs are not allowed 

back to the park.  As Toby and I left the park, a 

stranger came over and introduced herself.  She 

explained that the incident was not Toby’s fault.  The 

owner of the white fluffy had been walking her dog on 

a leash (a violation of dog park rules).  As Toby 

approached the white f., the dog, out of a sense of 

loyalty towards its leashed owner, growled at Toby.  

Toby then went after the w. fluffy, which is the exact 

moment I happened to look up and saw Toby with the 

w.f. in his mouth.  With this eyewitness evidence, I 

half-decided to walk back into the arena and appeal 

the crowd’s decision barring Toby from further fun and 

play.  But, then, again, we have a perfectly nice park 

located closer to the house.  Since this incident about 

four months ago, Toby and I have not returned to the 

park which, upon further reflection, probably is an 

unwise use of taxpayer money.  A cairn terrier truly is a 

big dog in a small dog’s body.   

           

                                                               Warm regards, 

                                                               Abe Feuerstein 

     NATALIA TAKING A BATH, TOBY LOOKING ON 

 

continued from page 1 

 

http://www.sfbaywestieclub.com/games.htm
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FROM BRAGS TO RICHES:  
 

 

 
 

From Heidi Jankowski:  “In June, Brindle Anne accomplished her TIAD title (Teacup Intermediate 
Agility Dog).  If no one has seen Teacup Agility, it worth seeing and so much fun!  Their website 
is:  http://www.k9tdaa.com/  Teacup Agility equipment is scaled down for those dogs who are 
smaller in stature (or short like our cairns).  Since Brindle runs standard agility, I didn't know what 
she would think of the smaller equipment and the tighter courses.  No worries for a cairn -- she 
loved it!  The game was on and you could tell by her little face, that she thought the small 
equipment was a hoot and too much fun for one little cairn.  But. . . for a handler, the tighter 
courses are really hard and there is no room (like on the large standard courses) to correct our 
mistakes.” 
 

http://www.k9tdaa.com/


CAIRN KINTRA  5 

 

Mary Lashock  
By Nancy Lovelady 

 

     Club member Mary Lashock passed away last 

month 
 
due to complications from open heart 

surgery for an aneurysm located in her heart.  She 

was 74 yeas old.  Maryôs kennel name was 

óUpstartô and she certainly was!  She was a quiet 

person who kept to herself but once you got to 

know her, she was a wonderful, eccentric friend.   

 

     Mary purchased her first Cairn puppy from my 

parents and me in 1993.  Ch. McHanôs Red Hot 

Tamale, aka óMaleô was quite a ópistolô and Mary 

loved her dearly.  One time at the Placerville 

shows, Mary, Male and I had completed showing 

for the day and sat on a hill, watching the Huskies 

compete.  Male gave them ówhat forô to such an 

extent, we were asked to relocate!  We chuckled 

about this for years, knowing how Cairns, 

especially Male, ócould beô.  We traveled to 

England together many years ago to attend the 

Crufts dog show in Birmingham, bringing back a 

Cairn from Judy Parker-Tucker (Uniquecottage) 

which was quite exciting for us both. 

 
. 

 

 

 

Mary was a very talented and independant  

person, having married only once briefly, many 

years ago.  She sewed, made gourmet chocolate 

truffles, often giving them as Christmas presents 

to those lucky enough to be on the list, as well as 

providing them for the Specialty dinner several 

years in a row.  She was a whiz on the computer 

and adored eBay, where she often found great 

deals!  She traveled to Europe, living for years in 

Germany, working for the Government during the 

60ôs, even though she was from a small town in 

southeast Washington state.  For quite a few 

years, Mary lived in Marin, then in Placerville, 

and finally two years ago moved to West 

Richland, WA, very near where she grew up.   

     Mary was well known by most Cairn folks, 

having served on the Cairn Terrier Club of 

Northern Californiaôs Board of Governors, acting 

as Recording Secretary for many years.  Mary was 

also the Ways and Means chair for the club.  She 

attended the Specialty for our club as well as the 

Southern CA show fairly regularly until the last 

couple of years. Mary is survived by her 3 Cairns, 

Male, Grey and Stasha.  They, and we, will miss 

her greatly. 

 
Editorôs Note: No memorial service is planned.  

Donations in Maryôs honor may be made to the 

Rescue Program for the Cairn Terrier Club of Northern 

California (CTCNC) or to the Foundation of the Cairn 

Terrier Club of America.   Donations to the CTCNC 

should be sent to Terry Broderick, Treasurer, and 

donations for the CTCA Foundation should be sent to 

David Tuttle, Treasurer. 
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Researcher Looks for Genetic Mutations Causing Canine Liver Shunts 
 

"Used with permission from the Purina Pro Club Terrier Group Update newsletter, Nestlé Purina PetCare," submitted by Linda 

Heiner, CTCA, Health Related Concerns Committee. 

 

When Marquee Cairn Terrier breeder Becky Stamps of Trenton, Texas, imported a young male from Denmark in 1999 with fellow 

Cairn Terrier breeder Sandra Murray, they were excited about his potential. CH Robinson Crusoe Quite Macho had near-perfect 

structure and moved beautifully.  

 

ñMachoò won Best of Breed at the 2001 Cairn Terrier Club of America (CTCA) National Specialty when he was 3 years old. He 

was recognized for having a positive impact on the breed and sired many litters, producing two National Specialty winners and 

several regional Specialty winners. 

 

Stamps bred Macho twice to a champion bitch named ñFaye.ò One champion female from the first litter, ñRicci,ò produced two 

puppies that were diagnosed with liver shunts between 4 and 6 months of age. Later, a champion male from the second litter, 

ñThor,ò was found to have a liver shunt.   

 

Several years earlier, Stamps learned about liver shunts at an educational seminar held during the CTCA National Specialty. 

Sharon Center, D.V.M., DACVIM, professor of internal medicine at Cornell University College of Vet­ eri­ nary Medicine, had 

presented clinical information about portosystemic vascular anomaly (PSVA), or liver shunts, and addressed the importance of 

testing dogs for the condition. Center also talked about her genetic research aimed at determining the mode of inheritance.  

 

Center asked Stamps for help in gathering information on the genetics of PSVA and a related condition, micro­ vascular dysplasia 

(MVD), in Cairn Terriers. Center was interested in working with Stamps and dogs in Machoôs pedigree since the sire had several 

available offspring that could be used in the research. 

 

When Ricciôs litter produced two puppies with liver shunts, Stamps sent letters to breeders who had bred to Macho and told them 

his offspring and grand-offspring should be bile acid tested to determine whether they were affected.  

 

ñI sent them test tubes to take to their veterinarians so blood samples could be sent to Dr. Center,ò says Stamps. ñWe sent her 

about 100 blood and urine samples, as well as the associated pedigree information.ò  

 

Since the mode of inheritance is not known for liver shunts, it is not certain whether Macho carries the gene mutation that caused 

the disease in his offspring. His bile acid score is normal, as is Fayeôs and Ricciôs, but a normal bile acid score does not eliminate 

carriers. Still, Stamps, removed him from public stud.   

 

Liver shunts in toy and small breeds are not uncommon. Liver shunts affect development of the portal vein that carries blood from 

the intestines to the liver. Affected dogs develop an abnormal blood vessel, the shunt, connecting the portal vein to the vena cava, 

the large vein in the abdomen that carries blood from the back legs to the heart. This causes a short-circuiting of blood to the heart, 

detouring circulation around the liver. As a result, the liver cannot cleanse the blood or add important nutrients needed by the body 

and the brain. 

 

Microvascular dysplasia is an anomaly associated with PSVA in which abnormally miniaturized portal veins can be found in the 

liver itself. This condition causes microscopic shunting within the liver, but no illness. 

 

ñWe believe that PSVA is a semilethal condition in which only a small number of these severely affected dogs are born,ò Center 

says. ñSome puppies with PSVA are resorbed in utero, many die at birth, and some are recognized as ófading puppies.ôò 

 

On the other hand, MVD, a clinically silent condition, is common and may occur alone or in combination with PSVA. ñOur 

studies confirm that PSVA and MVD should be considered a single trait (PSVA/MVD) with variable severity,ò Center says. 

ñExpansive pedigrees of 10 dog breeds we are studying confirm that PSVA/MVD is a genetic condition and that incidence ranges 

from 30 percent to 80 percent in various breeds.ò 

 

Center, who has studied the genetic aspects of PSVA and MVD for four years, recently received an AKC Canine Health 

Foundation grant to identify genetic mutations responsible for the disease. Besides Cairn Terrier, other breeds in the study are 

Border Terrier, Havanese, Maltese, Miniature Schnauzer, Norfolk Terrier, Papillon, Pug, Shih Tzu, Smooth Fox Terrier, Tibetan 

Spaniel, and Yorkshire Terrier.  
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Modes of Inheritance 

ñWe suspect an autosomal dominant trait with variable penetrance as the mode of transmission,ò Center says. ñWhile we have 

strong linkage between the PSVA/MVD trait and single chromosomal region, our pedigree structures suggest there may be more 

than a single gene involved.  

ñIt is likely that an ancient mutation preceded segregation of small-breed dogs. Breeders selecting dogs for some characteristic, 

such as small size, inadvertently selected genes causal for the PSVA/MVD trait.ò 

 

Centerôs research team has determined that genes responsible for PSVA/MVD are located on a single chromosomal region in five 

breeds. They currently are trying to determine whether the same region applies to six additional breeds using pedigrees developed 

by parent clubs.  

The research involves using micro­ satellite markers to explore whether a region consistently linked to the PSVA/ MVD trait 

exists in all small-breed dogs with high PSVA/MVD incidence. The trait will be studied in affected dogs, their littermates, dams 

and sires, and granddams and grandsires, and association analyses using single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) will be 

completed.  

 

ñUntil the genetic mutation is known, breeders should not neuter all dogs with high bile acids consistent with the PSVA/MVD trait 

as it is possible that our genetic work will identify subsets of dogs that can be bred to capture the best breed characteristics,ò says 

Center.   

 

Consequences of Liver Shunts   

A healthy liver is critical to proper metabolism and filtering of toxins. In normal dogs, toxins are transported from the 

gastrointestinal system to the liver via the portal vein. Once inside the liver, the portal vein divides into many smaller veins like a 

tree branch, spreading throughout the liver tissue and allowing toxins to be removed before circulating in the body. 

 

In PSVA, unfiltered blood from the gastrointestinal system bypasses the liver and circulates throughout the body, exposing 

extrahepatic tissue to normally removed toxins, especially after a high-protein meat or fish-based meal. The accumulation of toxic 

material, particularly ammonia, a byproduct of protein digestion, can trigger a host of neurological signs and unusual behavior in 

as little as 15 to 45 minutes after a meal. 

 

Liver shunts can be congenital, meaning present at birth, or acquired, developing later in life as a result of another illness such as 

hepatitis or cirrhosis. Cairn Terriers, like other toy and small breeds, are more likely to develop extrahepatic shunts located outside 

the liver. This type of portal vein malformation is easier to correct surgically than intrahepatic shunts located inside the liver. 

Intrahepatic shunts are more common in large-breed dogs. 

 

Clinical signs of a liver shunt are usually observed before an animal is 1 year old, and can sometimes be seen in puppies as they 

are weaned. How­ ever, some dogs with PSVA and most dogs with MVD show no signs. Thus, they are generally recognized 

when a veterinarian measures serum bile acid concentration during treatment for an unrelated illness or after prolonged recovery 

from surgery related to the liverôs inability to metabolize certain anesthetics.  

 

Diagnosis of PSVA requires blood and urine tests. Affected dogs typically have small red blood cells, low blood urea nitrogen 

(BUN), low cholesterol, and mildly increased liver enzymes (AST and ALT). Bile acid testing, which Center developed in the 

early 1990s, is the most informative test since dogs with PSVA or MVD are unable to clear bile acids from their systemic 

circulation.  

 

ñBile acids are produced by the liver and secreted into bile to aid in digestion,ò explains Center. ñIn the intestines they function 

rather like detergents in breaking down foods for absorption, and then are resorbed into the portal vein from the most distal portion 

of the small intestines.  

 

ñIn normal dogs, the liver removes bile acids from the portal blood, but in dogs with PSVA, bile acids spill over into the systemic 

circulation, where they can be detected in high concentrations. In MVD, the microscopic shunting inside the liver causes the same 

shunting effect.ò 

 

Two blood samples are needed for bile acid testing ð one is taken before a dog eats and the second one two hours after a meal. 

Dogs with shunts will almost always have high bile acid concentrations two hours after eating, and some also have high bile acid 

concentrations before eating. Dogs with MVD also have high bile acid concentrations. 
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Center recommends routine serum bile acid testing of small ñterrierò type breeds to determine whether the dogs carry the trait and 

to avoid sudden discovery of abnormal test values later when a dog is being treated for illness. In some instances, sudden 

discovery of high bile acids could be interpreted as evidence of severe liver injury and result in expensive, invasive tests.   

 

ñTesting dogs early in life will protect the more commonly affected MVD dogs from inappropriate bile acid interpretation,ò 

Center says. ñWe recently showed that measurement of protein C activity can help determine which dogs with high bile acids 

should be referred for further evaluation for a PSVA.ò 

 

Disease Management 

Definitive determination of PSVA can only be made using specialized imaging studies. These include: 

 

Å Colorectal scintigraphy, involving deposition of a safe isotope in the rectum and evaluation of isotope distribution via the portal 

vein to the liver and heart. Scintigraphy does not discern whether shunt vessels are within or outside the liver or whether the shunt 

is congenital or acquired. 

Å Radiographic portography, which uses imaging with an iodinated dye to show blood flow in the portal vein, producing a ñmapò 

of the portal vein blood as it flows into and within the liver.  

Å Abdominal ultrasound with color flow doppler is one of the least invasive imaging techniques, but also one of the most difficult 

to perform and interpret. Ultrasound requires an ex­ perienced ultrasonographer as shunts can be easily missed, especially if the 

dog is small or uncooperative. 

Å Computer tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) are being used more frequently in combination with 

vascular contrast agents. However, they require expensive equipment and special expertise.   

 

Medical management of PSVA involves feeding a food to help manipulate intestinal bacteria and pH. ñMost dogs with PSVA 

improve immediately with proper diet, and about one-third of dogs treated medically will live a relatively long life,ò says Center. 

ñDogs that tend to do well with long-term medical management are usually older at the time of diagnosis and have more normal 

blood work and less severe clinical signs consistent with a lesser degree of shunting.ò  

 

Dietary management requires feeding a prescription restricted-protein canine food that is easily digested, rich in antioxidants and 

vitamins, and lower in copper and iron. A veterinarian typically tries to balance a dogôs protein needs while minimizing the risk of 

worsening blood ammonia levels.  

 

ñThe nutritional goal is to reduce the amount of protein in the diet and to modify the type of protein ingested,ò Center says. ñA 

diet specific for liver disease, such as a specially formulated veterinary brand, is a good idea. Dogs with PSVA must not be fed red 

meat or fish. Rather, dairy-quality protein, tofu-based protein and, if necessary to promote appetite, white meat chicken should be 

fed. Vegetables, popcorn, cheese, yogurt, and even ice cream make good treats.ò  

 

Reducing ammonia and other toxins circulating in the body is the aim of medical management. Lactulose, a carbohydrate digested 

by certain intestinal bacteria, helps to acidify the large intestine and promote defecation. This helps to eliminate ammonia and 

other toxins. Certain antibiotics may also be prescribed to help decrease toxin-producing bacteria in the intestines.  

 

Surgery provides the best chance for long life in most dogs with extrahepatic PSVA. Though the procedure is common, it is 

potentially dangerous as it involves application of an ameroid constrictor, a metal ring lined by a material that slowly expands and 

causes shunt narrowing over three to 14 days postoperatively.  

 

ñThis is a difficult surgery and best outcomes are realized in hospitals with an experienced surgical, medical and nursing staff 

team,ò says Center. ñNot all dogs are good surgical candidates, and some dogs develop many acquired shunts after application of 

an ameroid constrictor. Since the liver is an important site for metabolism of certain anesthetics, the combination of general 

anesthesia and surgery can put undue stress on an already frail animal.ò 

 

Dietary and medical management are the first steps in offering hope to dogs diagnosed with PVSA. Surg­ ery is another alternative 

and can sometimes be curative. Poten­ tially, a genetic test will be available in the near future to help breeders determine dogs that 

carry the genetic mutation.  

 

ñDepending on the mode of transmission, it is possible breeders may be able to selectively breed dogs that carry the mutation,ò 

Center says. òOur work may help to identify subsets of dogs that can be bred to capture the best breed characteristics. I am 

optimistic we will identify the mutation very soon.ò 
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RECENT PORTRAIT OF LINDA GILCHRISTôS CASSIE AND McDUFFY 

 
 

 

 

 

Pedro and Toni Ramos report that 

Gleneagles Sr. K.O. Highlander earned 

his 10
th
 qualifying legs, qualifying in Rally 

Excellent B and Rally Advance in his RAE 

title at the Sacramento Kennel Club 

obedience trial in April.  Toni  notes that 

ñKò I one of 5 cairns in the USA with the 

RAE title.  
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Cairn Terrier Club of Northern California  

General Meeting Minutes 

June 28, 2008 

Happiness Kennels 

Sunol, CA 

 

 

1) The Meeting was called to order at 1:35 p.m. by President, Anna Mullins. 

 

2) Minutes of the General Membership meeting of March 15, 2008 were approved.   

 

3) Officerôs Reports:   

President ï Anna Mullins  

¶ Thanked Terry Broderick for the nice job done on the annual membership directory. 

¶ Thanked Nancy Lovelady for arranging for the todayôs speaker.  Also, thanked Ann Collins for the informative 
talk on the AKC Canine Good Citizen program. 

¶ Thanked Abe Feuerstein for the nice issue of the Kintra that was just published. 

¶ Thanked Katrina Sussmeier for agreeing to take over the post as Club Historian. 

¶ All need to keep an eye on AB1634 as it might go to the appropriations committee as soon as Monday. 

 

Vice-President  - Nancy Lovelady  

¶ No report 

 

Corresponding Secretary - Ruth Barstow 

¶ No report 

 

Treasurer ï Terry Broderick  

¶ Following are the clubôs account balances: 

Certificate of Deposit $13,493.20 

Checking Account 2,544.15   

Rescue Fund 3,974.60 

Total $20,021.95 

 

3) Committee Reports 

Kintra  ï Abe Feuerstein 

¶ Would like to change the deadline for submitting article to the Kintra to 2 weeks before general meeting.  

MOTION made and passed to change the Kintra article submission due date to 2 weeks before each general 

meeting. 

¶ Abe is considering raising the rate for Brags posted in the Kintra from the current amount of $1. 

 

Performance Events ï John Gennrich 

¶ No report 

 

Rescue ï Terry Broderick 

¶ Rescue has placed 4 dogs since the last meeting in March. 

 

Ways & Means ï Lorin Leith  

¶ Illuminated Cairns are available for $120.  The price is $150 in the catalog that sells them. 

¶ Cathie Helf will do a painting for the Specialty raffle. 

 

Specialty ï Connie Monahan 
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¶ No Report 

 

4) Old Business   

¶ None 

 

5) New Business 

¶ Judge Nominating Committee 

Anna Mullins announced that the judge selection committee will be chaired by Barbara Kornylo, who will be 

joined by Gwynne Wright and Connie Monahan.  They will recommend a slate for membership vote for the 

2011 Specialty (regular classes/sweepstakes) and the 2009 Puppy Match.  Anna announced that she would like 

the slate announced at the September 20
th
 Puppy Match. 

 

6) The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Connie Monahan 

Recording Secretary 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Ann Collins, an evaluator for the AKC Canine Good Citizenship Program, demonstrates with her Fox Terrier and Club Member 

Diana Bullard the qualities that are required for good citizenship at the June member meeting held at Happiness Kennels in Sunol, 

California.  Photo by Gary Atkinson. 
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A  Newbieõs Venture into AKC Obedience  
 

Katrina Berg Sussmeier   

 

I have always trained my Cairns, all 5 of them since 1982, including my rescue Cassie, whom I got when she was 3 years old.  

My bible in this has always been MOTHER KNOWS BEST by Carol Lea Benjamin .  

Please buy, read, absorb this book!!  I donõt need leashes, can call my Cairns off a squirrel, etc., and itõs like raising human kids.  

It teaches you how to speak dog, too! 

 

Yet I never took an obedience class with a dog and never learned the AKC òchoreographyó as I still call it.  I hadnõt trained 

my pups to do the silly things you must do to get obedience titles but would never need in real life. 

 

To support the CTCNC specialty, I signed up for obedience classes at the Santa Clara Dog Training Club. I took 6 

classes before showing Fiona (age 6) at our 2008 specialty.  My two teachers stressed to me òyou need to take at least 2 

years of classes before showingó.  Oh well, I thought.   How bad could it be?  I took Fiona in to the ring for PRE novice 2 

years earlier at our specialty never taking a class at all, and we qualified!  

 

To qualify for a CD leg (of which you need 3 to earn the CD title), you need to get at least 170 points out of a possible 

200.    Fiona NQõd by leaving her long sit exercise and walking over to me, but I found if she hadnõt done that, she would have 

passed with a score of 181!  I was inspired to continue. 

 

The components in a CD trial are as follows: 

Novice (A/B)  

    Heel on Leash and Figure 8    - 40 pts  

    Stand for Examination         - 30  

    Heel Free                     - 40  

    Recall                        - 30  

    Long Sit                      - 30     (across ring, one minute)  

    Long Down                     - 30     (across ring, three minutes)  

                                   ___ 

    Maximum Total Score            200 pts  

 

I entered the NorCal Terrier Show & Sacto KC Show in April for a 4 day shot at a title plus one day.  The first day, 

Fiona got HIC (high in class, ie òFirst Placeó) and Qõd with a score of 189.  The next three days, as I now hear is common 

for Cairns, she taught me a lesson about pushing her too hard and I vowed from then on to only enter her one day at a time.  I 

DID hear from judges not passing her how cute she was though; a tiny consolation prize! 

 

Next entry was in Vallejo on June 8th.  I searched for indoor, gated & matted venues.  I think all Cairns would have trouble on 

grass not hunting and I know Fiona does.  I had problems with Fiona in the Tuesday class before the Sunday trial; she 

seemed to be saying  òno hablo ingl®s, Mama.  No entiendoó, even on a command as simple as òsitó.  I emailed Vicki Havlik, 

Fionaõs sireõs breeder, who works in obedience a lot and expressed my newfound panic.  She advised me to not work with 

Fiona again until the trial so I didnõt. Apparently Cairns shut down with too much intensity- they burn out.  Using Vickiõs 

advice, Fiona Qõd with a score of 187.5 and 3rd place out of 8 dogs.   
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I am going to tell you that if you have any kind of connection with your dog, you can get an obedience title.  When I started 

taking classes in late January, I refused to use treats to get her to do things.  WELL that didnõt last longñeveryone else was 

treating their dogs, so who do you think Fiona would look to?  Not me!  So, I did end up having to use low calorie treats from 

then on.  I saw a T-shirt being sold that read:  òCome to the dark side.  Train with treats.ó 

 

My advice is to make obedience classes and trials a fun game.  I call it òdoing tricksó with Fiona and I donõt get mean and 

intense. 

 

One thing I want to shout from the rooftops though.  I never believed this before AKC obedience and obviously never will 

believe that you canõt train a Cairn.  CAIRN TERRIERS ARE VERY TRAINABLE!    

 

At the January CTCNC meeting, Fiona and I will be giving a demonstration in Pre-Novice and Novice obedience.  You 
cannot get a title in pre-novice, so I will encourage you to jump right in, the waterõs fine! 

 

 
 

Heidi Jankowski writes: “Our little Woofer (aka R. Wolfgang McHenry Brock) who was adopted through the No. 
California Cairn Terrier Club in February 2003 recently got his CGC and his TDI (Therapy Dogs International) 
certification.  Woofer went on his first visit to the VA Hospital in July.  He was such a good boy and did not even try to 
lift his leg anywhere inappropriately.  He jumped up on the chair next to a few patients and let them scratch his back.  
He smiled pretty and was a very courteous visitor.  But . . . being the boy that he is, Woofer was mostly interested in 
the very cute little female Maltese who was also visiting that day.   Here is a picture of Woofer doing what he really 
does best -- fishing with his daddy!  Woofer loves to go fishing with Mike.  As soon as the line goes taught, Woofer, 
jumps up from under his dad's chair, and stands at alert to bite the tails of the fish as they are brought aboard.  He got 
a little too eager one time, and actually snapped the line, allowing the "big" fish to get away!   
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Taking Care of Business 
By Anna Mullins, CTCNC President 

 

For each person who reads this article, hereôs a question for you to ask yourself:  In the event of a sudden 

illness requiring hospitalization, declining health due to chronic debilitating conditions, or death, have you 

addressed the needs and care of your pets as well as having Advanced Healthcare Directives and a will or 

trust for yourself and your spouse?  If the answer is ñnoò or ñpartiallyò, I encourage you to address these 

issues post haste.   For a good resource see http://ag.ca.gov/consumers/general/adv_hc_dir.htm. 

 

Recently, our club has dealt with two very sad situations with club members who needed to place anywhere 

from 3-15 dogs as soon as possible because of, in one instance, an emergency hospitalization for a life 

threatening condition, and the other, for declining health leading to admission to an assisted living facility or 

moving to a small apartment with a care giver.    In neither situation, had provisions been made for care 

and/or relocation of their dogs.  One individual had stipulated something in a will, but nothing addressed an 

illness that might leave one incapacitated, still living, and not able to care for oneself or animals. 

 

These are not topics that we like to talk about or think about.  However, since our animals are helpless and 

depend upon us for care, it is incumbent upon us to make certain that their welfare is considered in the event 

of death or illness.  Without clear, written directions and the designation of someone who will be 

accountable to see that the directions are carried out, the welfare of animals is put in jeopardy and rescue 

organizations are placed in difficult and challenging situations.   

 

As of the writing of this article, two dogs have had to be euthanized because of age and frailty, seven are still 

being evaluated for placement, and four have had to be placed in foster homes because one owner is alive 

but non responsive, leaving no directions about the care of the animals except in the event of death.  Please 

look at this as a wake up call for all of us.  These recent activities have led me to look at my personal 

Advanced Directives for Healthcare and my trust so that in the event of a debilitating illness, sudden 

hospitalization, or death, I have left clear directions about the care of my dogs.  We cannot go back and 

correct the two situations cited here, but we can make something good come of them in the future for owners 

and their dogs. 

 

To help you with this, there is a generic form on the club website, ctcnc.net.  Forms are accessible through 

a link on the opening page.   Itôs title is ñEmergency Authorization Formò. 

 

If you wish Rescue to help with the dogs, specify that.  You can always consider assigning the dogs to the 

club. If your dog came from another breeder, you may want to include that contact information. 

 

Hopefully this article will be of help even though these are not topics we like to think about.   

 
 

 

 

 

http://ag.ca.gov/consumers/general/adv_hc_dir.htm
http://ctcnc.net/images/Forms/Emergency.doc
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Calling all Cairns and Cairn Owners! 
 

CTCNC 2008 Puppy MATCH  

Parade of Champions, Title Holders, and Rescues  

 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2008 
Lafayette Community Center 

500 St. Marys Rd. 

LAFAYETTE , CALIFORNIA  

 

POT LUCK  
There will be a potluck immediately following the judging program.  

Beverages and utensils will be provided. Please bring a dish as follows: 

Names A-E Desserts 

Names F-M Salads 

Names N-Z Main Dishes 
 

Please see the CTCNC web site for additional details and entry forms 

http://ctcnc.net/calendar/puppy_match/puppy_match.htm 

 

- or ï 

 

Call Pat White at 530 677 6318 or 510 501 6144 
  
  
 

PAT HASTINGS  

STRUCTURE IN MOVEMENT &  ACTION  SEMINAR FOR 

CANINES  

HOSTED BY NOR CAL NORWICH & NORFOLK TERRIER CLUB  

Sunday, November 16, 2008, 8:30 -  6PM 

SOLANO COUNTY BUILDING  

Vallejo Fairgrounds, Vallejo, CA  
  

For more  info, contact Siobhan OõHara, siosdigger@yahoo.com or 925- 324 - 1995.  
 

 

http://ctcnc.net/calendar/puppy_match/puppy_match.htm
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